
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 4 
Topic Raging Rivers 
Selected Text (POR) Where the Forest Meets the Sea / The Wind in the Willows 

 
Areas of Learning 

 
• As geographers, children will be studying water and its effects on landscapes and people. We will be exploring the Amazon River and finding out how 

it has shaped the landscape, comparing it to an area by the River Thames. 
• Children will be discovering what processes have shaped the landscape and how people have used these features to build communities in South 

America.  
• Children will map the rivers of the world, looking for the most famous, the longest and those with the most interesting features. 
• Children will find the different shapes rivers have at the source, middle course and mouth and see how this affects how people use the river. 
• Children will explore the following: What is a river? / If water is flowing down a river to the sea, why doesn’t the river empty or run out of water? / How 

are rivers formed?  How do rivers grow?  Where do rivers end?  What are the features of rivers? / Our river –  the Thames / Why are rivers important? / 
Field work – a day at the Thames – how is our river used? / Flooding / Finding out about the world’s major rivers – facts, figures, flow...  

• As Safe and Healthy people, children will learn about the dangers of playing near rivers.  
 

 
Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 

 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 24 
(Health and Health Services) 
 
Article 29 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Produce a brochure to 
promote the leisure activities 
available on the River 
Thames.  
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
How people have been 
affected by this.  
What happens when rivers 
break their banks? We will 
look at areas in the UK and 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Find out about the spiritual 
and moral significance of 
water in different faiths.  
 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Explore how rivers are 
protected or exploited, river 
pollution and research 
groups that are involved in 



(Goals of education)  abroad that has flooded 
recently and will consider 
how this has affected 
communities.  
 

protecting rivers and 
waterways. 
 
 

 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  
Where the forest meets the sea. 

• Write a fictional recount using 
some 

• Factual knowledge, change 
setting or characters.  

• Using descriptive language 
write an imaginative journey 
into the rainforest. 

• Poetry writing, Rap, Kennings, 
Narrative or personification.  

Raging Rivers 
• ‘Explanation ‘presents’ the 

journey of a droplet of water.  
• Produce labelled annotated 

diagrams of rivers created on 
playground – label, describe 
and explain process. 

• Instruction writing for making 
a playground river. 

• Present information about 
rivers clearly and in an eye-
catching way. Final piece of 
work – either pairs or group 
work to complete their own 
‘Source to Sea’ 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Explain own views about 
issues such as pollution, 
conservation, environment 
management, sustainability.  

• Generate own questions 
about rivers – e.g. about 
pollution or flooding. 

• Pursue their own lines of 
enquiry in addition to our 
class learning. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• N/A 
 
Social Skills:  

• Children will be able to work 
collaboratively and in groups 
during the topic using 
appropriate social and 
communication skills, such as 
listening, turn taking, 
encouraging others and 
making clear contributions. 

 
Geography Skills:  
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle: 

• Asking geographical questions about rivers and landscapes. 
• To identify different features along the course of a rives. 
• Using appropriate geographical vocabulary associated with rivers. 
• Using atlases, maps, diagrams, aerial photographs, information 

books. 
• Carrying out practical activity and fieldwork investigations outside the 

classroom. 
• Presenting information and discussing issues. 
• To begin to understand how the shape of the landscape is shown on 

maps using contour lines and other symbols for geographical 
features.    

• To know that rivers have different uses linked to industry and leisure. 
• Use fieldwork techniques.  
• To identify and describe physical aspects of a local river first hand 
• Carry out geographical enquiry outside the classroom. 
• To know the reasons for flooding 
• To consider the effects of flooding 
• To contrast ‘normal’ flood events with catastrophic floods. 
• To understand that people can respond to flood risk. 



booklet/video/virtual 
tour/poster – the format can 
be their choice to summarise 
what they have learnt during 
the unit.  

 

• Children will have to 
negotiate, respecting other’s 
roles within the group/ in 
partners and resolve conflicts 
as they arise.   

Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 
 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme. 
 

 
States of Matter: 

• Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are 
solids, liquids or gases 

• Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or 
cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which this 
happens in degrees Celsius (°C) 

• Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

 
Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 

 
Following the Switched-on Computing Curriculum. 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• Children will use sketchbooks to collect record and evaluate ideas. 
• 3D river system 
• Aerial views of Rivers 
• Develop a musical accompaniment to the text.  
• Bubble printing, marbling, wax resist. 
• Impressionism and water colours. 
• Brazilian native pattern work. 
• Study work of Monet.  

 
 


